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The tsunami disaster in Asia has affected us all. Although 
many of us can only imagine from the images shown the 
devastation caused, we all share the pain and suffering 
of the inhabitants of the affected countries. As Landscape 
Architects there are ways in which we as individuals, or as 
members of our professional associations, can assist in 
the relief and rehabilitation efforts. The recent IFLA Eastern 
Region delegates’ meeting and conference in Mumbai, 
India, provided the opportunity to consolidate the work IFLA 
has done to date, and propose means by which we, as a 
representative world body, can facilitate the expertise and 
willingness of our members towards helping our colleagues 
in their local efforts.

Delegates from four of the tsunami affected countries 
attended the meeting: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and 
India. We also benefi ted from the experience of other 
Landscape Architects such as Tom Papendrew from Hawaii. 
The meeting discussed the situation in each country and 
ways in which the landscape architectural profession 
might participate in relief and rehabilitation. The following 
summarizes the discussion.

Avoid Knee-Jerk Reactions

Our role as Landscape Architects is probably quite simple. 
We need to focus on what we are trained to do: apply the 
basic principles of site analysis and understanding of genius 
loci – methods leading to a sensitivity to site and culture.

There is a real danger that in the euphoria of political (and 
funding) necessity, decisions are made too quickly without 
adequate analysis and consultation with local communities. 
The adoption of heavy-handed engineering solutions (such 
as one proposal to shield Banda Acha by construction of 
a continuous 5 metre high concrete wall) are most often 
inappropriate technically, economically and culturally. 
Landscape architecture requires an approach that is site 
specifi c and recognizes the values and needs of local 
communities.

The First Priority is Humanitarian Aid

The fi rst priority has been the alleviation of suffering and the 
protection, sustenance and support to those affected. Many 
governments and communities have responded immediately  
with compassion and fi nancial generosity. Now fi nancial aid 
is not the primary issue, rather its appropriate expenditure.

Early Response

IFLA is an international organization with a network of 
contacts in Asia, and our fi rst response has been focused 
primarily on communications. The devastation caused to 
landscapes and communities was brought home to us 
through correspondence with our individual member in Sri 
Lanka who lost family in the disaster.

From the safety of our relative countries, the passing on 
of sympathy and communication of support might seem 
inadequate in the face of such overwhelming destruction, but 
feedback from our colleagues emphasizes the importance 
this has been in reassuring those affected that they are not 
professionally ‘alone’.

The immediate and compassionate support by the 
Association of Danish Landscape Architects and the 
American Society of Landscape Architects was exemplary 
and important in providing inertia to efforts by the landscape 
architectural profession worldwide. 

Rehabilitating Communities

Rehabilitation of the landscape will be part of the medium to 
long term agenda for the recovery of communities affected 
by the tsunami. A two part approach was discussed:

1. Response to the immediate impacts

One of the fi rst and most important issues for Landscape 
Architects is the recording of the extent of innundation. 
Techniques such as satellite photography and the use of GIS 
make this task possible. Historical data provides the basis 
for future planning and is an immediate and essential task.

Many of the impacts on the landscape resulting from the 
tsunami, such as the effect of inundation on agricultural land 
– increased salinity of topsoil, very low soil pH, inundation 
of rice growing areas – is being understood and should be 
addressed in future planning. The effects of the tsunami will 
be felt for many years.
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2. Identifying Opportunities for Future Planning

The rehabilitation of the landscape and rebuilding of 
communities is a complex task that must build on past 
experience, historical data and analysis. Actions may 
include risk assessment, disaster planning, implementation 
of warning systems, training, information management, 
documentation and recording, policy development and 
technical advice.

These tasks must always occur with local communities in 
the effected countries. Whilst we are keen to assist, we must 
respect the rights of these communities to determine how, 
when and where assistance is provided. Issues of private 
ownership of land and the fi nancial implications of isolating 
prone coastal areas from development are foremost in 
successfully reestablishing communities safely. The form 
and location of rebuilding will require sound analysis and 
application of well considered techniques.

Planning for the Future

There is a need for planning and individual initiatives to be 
coordinated between NGOs, and between government and 
NGOs. Organizations with an international role, such as 
IFLA, ICUN and ICOMOS, can collaborate successfully to 
maximize professional resources and ensure that mistakes 
resulting from a lack of, or bad, planning are not repeated. 
For example, IFLA members can collaborate with ICOMOS 
to identify loss of natural and cultural landscapes and 
develop an action plan for the sharing of information and 
coordination of expertise.

What IFLA can do now

We discussed actions IFLA can do in the short term and long 
term.

1. Establish networks and facilitate communication

Initially a list of experts is being compiled to address issues 
of concern. Expertise is needed to know how to rehabilitate 
damaged ecosystems, to restore sources of fresh water 
and once again create a healthy system for agriculture and 
aquaculture.

2. Participation in discussions with other NGOs and 
governments

We are starting to share information and ideas with 
associations who are then able to report back to their 
governments and individual landscape architects engaged 
in rehabilitation. These discussions will determine what else 
can be done to both prevent future human and ecological 
destruction of this magnitude, and what can be done in 
response to these events when they occur.

Delegates meeting in Mumbai, February 2005

3. Participation in international meetings and initiatives

These meeting will be important to share information and 
coordinate initiatives. IFLA already has strong links to 
UNESCO who are coordinating initiatives with ICOMOS and 
other participating organizations. The experiences from one 
region often translates to another – for example, programs 
developed for tsunami early warning in the Pacifi c can be 
applied equally successfully to the Indian Ocean.

What will happen next ...

As needs become identifi ed more clearly, IFLA will develop 
an action plan with partner organizations such as IUCN and 
ICOMOS. To be of real assistance, good analysis of the 
on-site conditions is required, careful planning and some 
commitment to funding is required.

To promote these initiatives, IFLA delegates agreed to:

1. Sponsor an expert on post-tsunami rehabilitation to 
visit Indonesia.

2. Prepare a Statement of Intent for distribution to 
NGOs and governments.

3. Establish a network of experts willing to contribute 
their skills to rehabilitation initiatives.

4. Seek sponsorship for a publication guiding landscape 
planning in tsunami-prone areas.

5. Sponsor a workshop relating to the above in 
November of this year, specifi cally directed towards 
case studies of good and bad planning and design.

One of the most distressing aspects of this tsunami is the 
mindset that it was a one-time occurance. This attitude is 
prevalent even in reputable media reports. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. For example, Indonesia (Java) was hit 
by a major tsunami in 1994 and has been hit many times in 
the past. Three major tectonic plates come together just off 
the coast of Sumatra with a rift zone 600 km in length. The 
potential for future disasters in the Indian Ocean is just as 
great today as it was prior to December 26.

James Hayter FAILA
Vice President, Eastern Region
International Federation of Landscape Architects
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19–20 May, Australian Technology Park, Eveleigh, Sydney

Relict, Object or Aging Organism
AILA NSW Group’s Tree Management Forum 
promotes what must be seen as the industry’s 
inevitable journey to pro-active management of 
signifi cant trees, cultural landscapes, and urban tree 
assets. For the sake of the environmental aesthetic 
and community values of our cities we must embrace 
the principles of tree life cycle planning through the 
establishment of sustainable mechanisms for their 
management, protection, removal and replacement. 

In the Tree Management Forum the industry has the 
vehicle to progress what started as the passionate 
community debate around the future of the Fig 
avenues in the Domain last year and subsequent 
works by the City of Sydney. It aims to look behind 
the emotions of that debate and raise awareness 
and understanding of issues relating to the life cycle 
planning for trees in the urban environment. 

The forum will promote a wide range of perspectives 
and bring together the interests of arboricultural, 
cultural heritage, natural heritage and community 
issues. 

The Forum is a partnership between the AILA NSW 
Group, state government agencies such as the 
Botanic Gardens Trust, Centennial Park & Moore Park 
Trust, NSW Heritage Offi ce and with the assistance 
of the Australian Institute of Horticulture, the National 
Trust, National Arborist Association and the Local 
Government Trees Resource Association. 

The purpose of the tree forum is to develop a 
consistent framework of approach and principles 
that can be used as a reference standard by all 
practitioners involved in tree management, possibly 
taking the form of a Charter.  The “Tree Charter” 
should document the values we place on trees in the 
urban landscape ideally with a set of criteria, which 
help us all to know when and how the Charter should 
come into play. The Charter should then set out a 
set of principles by which we should approach tree 
management, most likely these principles would be 
both overarching and lifecycle related. 

For updates watch the web site: 
http://www.aila.org.au/nsw  or 
http://www.aila.org.au/treemanagementforum

Chinese Gardens, Darling Harbour

AILA-IFLA-NZILA
International Conference

Darling Harbour, Sydney, Australia
25th–27th May 2006

Special Advance Notice – please note change of date for AILA conference in 2006

The Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA), in partnership with the Eastern Region of the 
International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) and the New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects 
(NZILA), wish to invite all professionals involved with the built environment to this international landscape 
architecture conference.

On the occasion of the anniversary of 40 years of AILA, national and international speakers will be addressing 
the pivotal role of time and change in the practice of our profession and its effects on both contemporary society 
and the landscape. 

The conference will explore the effects of TIME through three sub-themes: 

TIME as Catalyst          Designing with TIME          TIME and Technology. 

The conference will open with a public lecture on Thursday 25th May 2006 followed by a cocktail reception. This 
will be followed by the two day (26th & 27th May) conference held within the Darling Harbour Conference Centre 
fi nishing late Saturday afternoon. Guests are free to arrange tours on the Sunday.

The conference will publish refereed proceedings an associated design competition, both delivered by University 
of New South Wales in Sydney. 

For updates and more information see: http://www.aila.org.au/time
Footnote: Conference details are subject to change so watch for updates.
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Sir Walter was developed by Brent Redman of the Hunter Valley 
in the mid 1990’s with the Australian climate and lifestyle in mind. 
He bred Sir Walter turf tough – and that means a drought-resistant 
lawn that’s easy on the upkeep. Sir Walter is the premium choice in 
turf for the Australian lifestyle and climate. When weighing up the 
initial investment for genuine

Sir Walter superior quality soft buffalo grass with the cost of 
spraying, fertilising and treating cheaper turf over the long haul 
– there’s simply no comparison.  In addition, there are the added 
benefi ts of bred-in drought and shade tolerance, along with weed 
and disease resistance. 

Add to this Sir Walter’s speedy establishment rate and its self-
repairing nature and it’s hard to go past Sir Walter turf. Sir Walter 
Premium Lawn Turf hosts a wide range of benefi ts, all suited 
perfectly to the rugged Australian climate.

From frosty shade to sun-parched regions, Sir Walter is the most 
durable of all Australian varieties. Even in Canberra, Bowral, 
Goulburn or Victoria you can have a lush soft buffalo turf cover by 
choosing Sir Walter. Part of the philosophy, and indeed the name 
behind Sir Walter, comes from its ability to maintain its strength of 
colour and coverage throughout winter months.

Built tough for the Aussie lifestyle, Sir Walter is the ideal turf choice 
and here’s why:

 Fast establishing 

 Weed resistance  

 Sir Walter is water effi cient and virtually fertiliser free  

  Drought resistant 

  Sir Walter’s natural density reduces water loss

  Bred-in guard against fungus and common diseases that 
can destroy other buffalo varieties 

  Lush coverage prevents invasive grass and weeds from 
establishing  

  Self-repairing qualities  

  Winter-active ensures green coverage all year round 

 Shade tolerance maximises area of lush green cover

For enquiries please phone 1300 850 512

As the organisation that plays the defi ning and implementing role 
and achieves effective and sustainable outcomes in the built and 
natural environment, BlueScope Steel is pleased to announce its 
relationship with the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects 
(AILA). 

Through this partnership, BlueScope Steel looks to develop 
relationships with Landscape Architects throughout Australia that 
will ultimately enhance the built environment in both the public 
domain and private residential sectors.

By becoming a partner of AILA, BlueScope Steel seeks to better 
understand the challenges of creative planning and design that 
face AILA members.  Establishing open dialogue will enable 
us to develop integrated product solutions for brands such as 
COLORBOND® steel and ZINCALUME® steel so that we can 
assist Landscape Architects in the creation of more meaningful, 
enjoyable, equitable and sustainable environments.

Introducing National Sponsors 
BlueScope Steel
Sir Walter Premium Lawn Turf
Coomera River Nursery
It gives me great pleasure to introduce to the membership two new National Sponsors. 

I wish to thank BlueScope Steel and Sir Walter Turf for becoming partners with the Australian Institute of Landscape 
Architects (AILA). These partnerships are important and valuable for all concerned and assist the AILA to pursue its 
aim to bring the issues of the Built Environment to greater prominence within government and the wider community. 

BlueScope Steel and Sir Walter join Coomera River Nursery as the AILA’s National Sponsors for 2005. Coomera 
River Nursery signed up for National Sponsorship in September 2004 and is also a sponsor of AILA Queensland 
group. 

On behalf of the AILA membership, I welcome BlueScope Steel and Sir Walter Premium Lawn Turf, and extend 
our appreciation to our three National sponsors for their support. I look forward to furthering these partnerships 
and welcoming others, particularly given the announcement within this LANDMARK of the AILA-IFLA Eastern Region 
Conference in May 2006 in Sydney. 

For more information on our National sponsors, I encourage all members to visit the AILA website.

Tony Cox
National President
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