Creating Concrete Finishes in Roma Street Parklands

Concrete walls flowing through Roma Street Parklands were cast in situ. They
were deliberately constructed to achieve a cost-effective, long-lasting
structural solution and to reflect the industrial history of the site (Landscape
Australia, 2002, 24(2): 24-27).

The various wall finishes were achieved by breaking the rules of good
formworking practice. Randomly shaped and spaced 16 mm plywood panels
of varying surface quality were fixed to the backing formwork ply to
deliberately break up the surface texture of each concrete panel. After each
concrete pour, the panels were removed, then reattached in a random pattern
to the next section of walling, to ensure variety.

The formworkers took an active interest in this process, as did the workers
developing concrete mixes and colour solutions lor the walls and paths.

Similarly, by varying the amount of release agent used to separate the
formwork from the concrete, different effects were created, from leaving deep

grooves in the concrete to bits of formwork stuck to the surface.
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The unusual concrete
finishes on the concrete
walls have given Roma
Street Parklands a
unique character

(Photo @ CCA).

Concrete paving and
steps in the new Roma
Street Parklands,
Brishane (Photo © CCA).
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Neighbours a problem?

Get acquainted with bamboo, as a
2 pnvac‘y screen nothing grows as fast.
“escape proofl’” bamboo is non-invasive. It
doesn't spread.

For versatility and beauty nothing comes
close.

From over 1,000 species Mr Bamboo selects
the most beautiful and appropriate to the
urban landscape.

www.mrbamboo.com.au
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Privacy is what you need. Pronto.

Visit our website where f
you can practice safe <
bamboo and when you're ready for the
real thing, come and visit Mr Bamboo's
garden at Terrey Hills any day of the
week.

|18 Myoora Road, Terrey Hills NSW 2084 - Phone: (02) 5967 5399 - Fax: (02) 9967 5366

You'll love all the things you can do with
bamboo.
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