Introduction and site plan viet village

Viet Vilage Urban Farm is an urban farming project located in New Orieans East, an area hard hit by
Katrina. The design team assisted the community with the design of the environmental infrastructural
systems needed to support an organic urban farming operation, the dasign of a market area to serve
as a community resource and economic catalyst for the community and the development of a flexible,
strategic plan for seeking funding for the project and incorporating various labor resources.

Viet Village is a thriving Vietnamese-American community located in New Orleans East that was
established in the mid-1970's, One of the first activities of the early Vietnamese in New Orleans was
the establishment of home-based gardens to grow the traditional fruits and vegetables that weren't
avalable locally. These gardens were informal and widely scattered across the community: in vacant
lots, along the edge of levees, In backyards, anywhere that had decent soil and access to water.
Before the devastation of Katrina, there were over 30 acres being farmed throughout the community.
There was also a well-established tradition of informal markets in the community, developed as an outlet
to sell produce the local growers did not consume In their homes.

| viet village

There are 4 main areas on the farm: @) small () Central Reservoir Market Buildngs
plots that are focated near the church and Community Pavilion @ Rain Gardens for Market Runoff

elderly housing across the street, e the

market located at the back of the site due to @ Central Boardwalk / Linear Market @ GrassPave Event Parking with Bio-swales

a land-lease arrangement with the City of (i) Children’s Play Area @ Livestock Farm Operation / Composting
New O!reans,@commer cial plots located Pedestrian Entrance from Street (5) Central Bio-Filtration Canal
pear 0 the ivestockefrm o shore badsof Public Vehicular Entrance @ Commercial Lots

house infrastructure and service roads. .
Secondary Reservoir / Market Pond @ Service Entrance



urban context viet village

New Orleans, LA

@ Central Business District and French Quarter
02 VietVillage- New Orleans East

03 Lake Pontchartrain

@ Mississippi River
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Viet Village, New Orleans East



This Site Aerial Perspective was developed early
in the process to help the community see the
potential of the full development of their ideas
for the farm.

The Viet Vilage Urban Farm project represents an effort to reestablish the tradition of local farming
iN this community after Katrina. New Oreans East was one of the most damaged areas of the

city during the storms of 2005. In response to the devastation, the community has organized
around the idea of creating an urban farm and market as the center of the community. The farm,
located on 28-acres in the heart of the community, wil be a combination of small-plot gardening
for family consumption, larger commercial plots focused on providing food for local restaurants and
grocery stores in New Orleans, and a livestock area for raising chickens and goats In the traditional
Viethamese way. The proposed market on the site will provide a location for the individual farmers
to supplement their income as well as serve as a central mesting space for the larger Vietnamese
community along the Gulf Coast. Based on the history of the markets In the area before Katrina,
as many as 3,000 people are expected 10 come to the site for a Saturday market, pernaps more
on traditional festival days. Specialty vegetables and foods used in Vietnamese cuisine will be sold
at the market. Local Vietnamese restaurants wil have a space to sell prepared food during market
days as well,



phasing viet village

The major phases of the project refer to
programmatic issues, sub-watershed develop-
ment and construction costs in terms of
potential funding amounts. The phases are
not strictly chronological, except Phase |
which is the foundation of the hydrologic
systern.
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Phase 3a: Market Development Phase 3b: Livestock

Phase 2: Plot Expansion

Phase |: Core Urban Farm
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Phase |: perspective of main boardwalk running through farm plots.
The Central Reservoir and Community Pavilion are in the distance.
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Phase 2: perspective looking toward Market.



01 central bioswale

. resevior |

. wind mill and water pump

(04 water access points for fields

05 wetland garden

. grass paver parking lot with bioswales
©7 resevoir 2

watersheds viet village
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water design viet village

water pumped from reservoir to fields via pipes

water returned to reservoir and cleansed via bioswale

FARM FIELD BIOSWALE PATH i FARM FIELD

typ. water level

flood overflow

The site, a portion of which was donated by the City of New Orleans, has significant water and soil
issues. It is located in an area with a high water table and frequent flooding during storm events.  The site
is essentially flat and lacks positive drainage. At the beginning of analysis for the project, the movement of
water across the site quickly became one of the key considerations for how the site is to be developed.
Water for irigation of the crops needs to have multiple access points, especially in the areas of small
community garden plots where 40-50 individual access points are needed.  The runoff from irrigation
must be drained back to the central location through a series of bio-swales to aid in water cleansing. A
secondary system for stormwater runoff during heavy rains must be established to prevent the farm sites
from flooding and ruining the crops.  The saoil on the site, the locally notorious Kenner Muck, is a poorly
draining sail that exists throughout this entire area of New Orleans.  The slow permeability and great
depth of this sail serles requires careful consideration of how the water on the site operates to prevent
waterlogged soils,



labor resources

In aadition to site issues, the project has a complex array

of funding and labor resources that it must coordinate to
complete the project. Understanding the different sources of
funding the community was pursuing and the nature of the
funding agencies was a key plece of analysis in this process
The group had resources ranging from high school students
that wanted to volunteer a weekend to work on the project
to large foundations and government organizations with
sophisticated applications and funding rules. The community
needed to develop a strategic plan that could integrate these
resources in a way that was complementary.
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labor resources viet village

. phasez LY L1

L) Bio-Swales and lrrigation

& Plot Fencing

LY Public Entrance Road

@ Volunteer

g Skilled Volunteer
o Professional
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& Children’s Play Area

& ot Fencing
Phase |
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LY Central Reservo{r and
Bio-swales

'Y Public Entrance Road
OSerw'ce Road

Sports Fields



Site / Technical Issues @@mm&ﬂmﬂﬁy Vi@ !

excerpts from Project Book developed
to facilitate funding and cormmunity
involvement. Written in English and
Vietnamese......

productivity and c

pictures from community meeting

meetings were simultaneously translated

into Vietnamese to assist members of the
community.




