
 
 

From the President             
 
Hello landscape architectural colleagues and  
sponsors, 
 
Welcome to our mid-year newsletter here in  
the grip of a federal election and the grip of  
what seems to be a real winter in Victoria! 
 

I hope everyone has been able to use the additional 2 weeks in 
bringing together their submissions for the AILA Victoria Awards 
Program 2010. SueAnne Ware and the Awards committee team 
have been hard at work in confirming the judging process and the 
plan leading up to our Awards event 05th November is on track. 

It has been great to see such impressive attendance at our recent 
events that have included: 
 

-  Celebration of Flemings Nurseries and Anston Paving Stones 
success at the Chelsea Flower Show. We thank Wes 
Fleming, Chris Bacher and the Flemings team along with Ken 
Conner and the Anston team with our hosts and partner 
VicUrban. 

 

-  óEnhancing Green Spaces through Integrated Water Cycle 
Managementô held as a breakfast forum on 20 July which was 
our second joint event with SIAV Thanks to the Pru Smith and 
the Environment Committee along with our SIAV 
counterparts. 

 
 

-  óGeelong Region Landscape Architects Forumô held at the 
Edge Bar 02 July organised by Felix Hemingway. 

Our committees and the executive team appreciate the feedback on 
events which is used to make sure that we continue to respond to the 
needs and aspirations of our members. This includes responding to 
the needs of our professionals in regional Victoria. Our State 
Manager Mandy Bromilow and I are keen to hear from you at 
anytime. 
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  From the President continued...  
 
Upcoming events that continue to offer a broad range of topics 
are shown on page 11 of the newsletter. Please get them into 
your diaries! 

Amongst some of the actions underway with our Advocacy and 
Urban Design committee is getting AILA heard at State 
Government level for key issues that effect our profession in this 
election year. The issues that the committee is pursuing are: 
 

-  Investment in Public Realm Improvements ï seeking 
appropriate investment in and ways of delivering public 
realm improvements in light of demands of heightened 
urban density, prioritising sustainable transport of 
walking and cycling and integrated water management. 

 

-  School Grounds Master Plans - looking beyond the 
Building Education Revolution BER to see a commitment 
to School Grounds Master Plans. 

I would like to mention that I participated in the Melbourne Open 
House event on the weekend 24, 25th July. I hope that many of 
our professionals were out there enjoying buildings and places 
including roof gardens that are not usually open to the public. I 
would like to congratulate Nathan Milesi from Land Design 
Partnership who has been a committee member for the MOH 
event. 

I look forward to an opportunity to catch up with you at one of 
our upcoming events.  

Cheers, 

 
 
Scott Graham ï President, AILA, Victoria  
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AILA Victoria held the Awards Launch on Thursday 13th May 
attended by over 85 members, held at the new premises of Vic 
Urban our Principal sponsor.   

 
The evening commenced with a welcome from Mark Haycox, 
Senior Urban Designer, Vic Urban, followed by a building 
overview from Emma Appleton, Urban Design Director ï 
Regeneration, Vic Urban. 

 
The evening delivered a further two presentations from the 2009 
Award Winners;  
 
Aaron Wallis from ConVic Design delivered a presentation on the 
award winning Geelong Youth Activities Area project which won 
Convic Design the Victoria Medal and Award for Design 
Excellence in Landscape Architecture. 
 
 
Followed by Adam Nitschke of Parks Victoria who presented on 
behalf of Chris Sawyer from Site Office Landscape Architecture 
on the award winning St Kilda Promenade project which won the 
Award for Design in Landscape Architecture.  
 
 
SueAnne Ware Awards Chair 2010 gave an insightful update on 
the changes to the submission criteria followed by announcing 
the Judging Panel 2010 
 

Kirsten Bauer ï ASPECT Studios 
Don Bates ï LAB Architects 

Jill Garner -  Assoc State Government Architect 
Jon Shinkfield -  AECOM 
Lorrae Wild - Vic Roads 

 

Announcing the 13th Annual AILA 

Victorian Awards ð  

Friday 5 November, 2010  

National Gallery of Victoria   

 

13th Annual AILA Victorian Awards Launch  

  

 
E:   victoria@aila.org.au    
W: www.aila.org.au/victoria  
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Sponsors 
 

In today's economic climate, we are more grateful than ever for the ongoing support of 
our sponsors. We value our sponsorships highly. That's why we choose them very 

carefully knowing how valuable they are to the AILA members.  We ask all members to 
show your support in return by contacting the below suppliers when needing to look for 

products or services. 
 

Talk to them 
Use them 

 

Â Â Â Â Â 

 

Principal Partner   

 

 

Â Â Â Â Â 

 

Major Sponsors 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Â Â Â Â Â 



 

 

 

PAGE 5 AILA VICTORIA NEWSLETTER 

Supporting Sponsors  

    
 

          
 

 

Free horticultural advisory service from Flemings Nurseries 

 
Flemings Nurseries is a fourth generation family 
company that has risen to prominence through 
its consistent success with its Australian Garden 
entry at the world famous Chelsea Flower Show. 
Flemings recently became a major partner of 
AILA Vic via its Habittude brand; under which 
banner Flemings delivers an integrated 
supply/install/maintain/guarantee service for 
street and park trees.  
 
Flemings Nurseries is delighted to mark its 
formal association with AILA Vic through the 
establishment of an informal complimentary 
telephone advisory service for AILA members. 
The service provides an opportunity for the 
receipt of verbal advice without obligation in 
relation to species suitability, establishment and 
maintenance specifications, tree growth and 
form characteristics and planting and pruning 
techniques. Flemings knowledge is born of 
hands-on experience and observations in the 
field, including results from Austep trials 
(Australian Urban Street Tree Evaluation 

Program)that Flemings supports. The advisory 
service will represent a complementary add-on 
to the excellent technical and research 
information available from academic institutes 
such as the University of Melbourne at Burnley. 
Many questions will be able to be answered on 
the spot or alternatively, within 24 hours. 
 
In addition, on a pre-booked basis Landscape 
Architecture companies are invited to tour 
Flemingsô impressive Monbulk nursery for an 
insight into the life cycle of advanced trees and a 
ñclose ïup and personalò analysis of growth 
habit/form of a range of native and deciduous 
ornamental trees. Participants will be provided 
with the opportunity to inspect stock first-hand 
and to further their knowledge through direct 
observation and some Flemings candor!  
AILA members can contact Chris Bracher at 
Flemings on 03 97566105 or via email 
chrisb@flemings.com.au. 
 

 

 
AILA Victoria is pleased to be supported once 
again by Melbourne Water.  Melbourne Water is 
committed to the future and sustainability of our 
waterways and is keen to work more closely with 
AILA not just at a State level but also a National 
level on how to realize óbest practiceô integrated 
water management.  Therefore we are calling for 

Expressions of Interest from members to form a 
working group to meet with Melbourne Water 
approximately 3-4 times per year to establish the 
way forward.  Please register your interest by 
emailing your work history and why you should 
be part of this very exciting program to the AILA 
office; victoria@aila.org.au 

  

mailto:chrisb@flemings.com.au
mailto:victoria@aila.org.au
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Chelsea 2010 ð Iõm a believer  
by Ken Connor 

Director ï Anston Paving Stones, Treasurer ï Landscaping Victoria 

 

Chelsea, Chelsea, Chelsea... A constant 
echo throughout the landscape industry, 
and to be honest ï until this year, I held a 
sneaking suspicion the echo was a little 
overblown. 

This year, I was the one to be blown away. 
Â Â Â Â Â 

Britainôs Royal Horticultural Society Chelsea 
Flower Show is considered one of the best 
garden shows on the planet. It is certainly 
the most famous. The Show runs for five 
days in May each year, in the grounds of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea in London. Tickets 
are up to $120 each, and it is booked out 
well before opening day. Companies invest 
millions in advertising and sponsorship, and 
the whole event is built up like an AFL 
Grand Final. The media coverage is 
staggering ï the BBC broadcasts for an 
hour and a half in prime time every day of 
the Show. 

 

Within the Show itself, fifteen óshow 
gardensô are on display. The RHS chooses 
these out of more than 100 applications 
sent in from around the globe. Since 2004, 
Flemingôs Nurseries have had the honour of 
being chosen to present a show garden five 
times, and 2010 became their sixth 
presentation of an all Australian show 
garden.  

 

People travel to the Chelsea Flower Show 
from all over the world, and ï after hearing 
that echo for so long ï this year I packed my 
bags and boarded a Chelsea-bound plane 
too. 

Â Â Â Â Â 

The story begins in 2009, when Scott Wynd 
of TLC Landscapes, approached Anston 
Paving Stones to discuss his design for the 
2010 Trailfinders Australian Garden, the 
show garden which would be presented by 
Flemingôs Nurseries at Chelsea Flower 
Show. 

Scottôs garden was to 
be dramatic: a 
statement of modern, 
luxurious, outdoor living 
incorporating a lap pool 
and spa within areas for eating and 
entertaining. A theme of circles played 
throughout, with circular cutouts in walls and 
the roof, as well as within the paving itself; 
and the surrounding vegetation would be 
lush and tropical. His design included large 
stepping stones over two metres wide 
forming a circle around the spa, a feature 
wall running the partial length of the lap 
pool, wall cladding and further paving. 
Anston rose to the challenge. 

Throughout the process of planning and 
manufacturing our materials for the garden, 
we gained an insight into whatôs involved in 
pulling together a project like this. And thatôs 
before leaving Australian shores. 

The 2010 Australian build team who 
travelled to Chelsea consisted of Scott 
Wynd (designer), Scott Tymkin (team 
captain), Wes Fleming, Matt Seymour, Paul 
Hamilton, David Pontifex, Daniel Tyrrell, 
Ben Teasdale, Tom Herrod, Grant Smith, 
Nathan Walker, Curtis Biggs (Victorian 
Apprentice of the Year), Renzo Tramontana, 
Sam Collie, Justin Pilcher, Ryan Thomas, 
Andy Maitland, and Ian Barker. Most are 
Landscaping Victoria members (the cream 
of the crop!) and many have their own 
businesses; making all the more inspiring 
the commitment, energy and time they 
contributed. 

I followed the team, witnessing first hand 
the incredible effort these guys put into 
creating this garden. Working for seventeen 
days straight and up to fifteen hours a day, 
the Aussie spirit soldiered on. The quality 
and detail in the finished garden was truly 
magnificent ï  
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Iôve seen many show gardens over the 
years but nothing compared to this level of 
precision. To build a garden such as this in 
your own backyard would leave no change 
from $500,000.  

 

Spending time wandering around the Show 
I was amazed not only by the mix of 
cultures, but also by peopleôs knowledge of 
gardens and horticulture. Even more 
fantastic, was the interest in the Australian 
show garden. Many sought it out, and I 
realised there is a fascination with the 
Australian lifestyle, and the intertwining of 
our gardens within our lifestyle. 

 

Wes Fleming deserves much of the credit 
for the initiative and drive to deliver an 
Australian show garden to the world stage. 
Of the six Trailfinders Australian Gardens 
presented at Chelsea since 2004, four have 
won Gold and two have won Silver-Gilt 
Medals ï an outstanding achievement. 
Winning the equivalent of an Olympic Gold 
Medal for your industry is wonderful enough 

ï but to win such medals every year of 
entering is nothing short of spectacular! I 
salute our Australian designers and 
landscapers ï your talent, teamwork, 
workmanship and dedication is the stuff of 
legends, and you have done LV proud. 

Â Â Â Â Â 

My feelings for Chelsea have changed 
forever. Truly, it is a spectacular event 
showcasing the best of horticulture and 
garden design on the grandest scale. And 
should you get the chance to compete on 
the world stage of Chelsea ï go go go! 

POSTSCRIPT  

In exciting news just to hand ï two Australian entries 

have been accepted for the 2011 Chelsea Flower Show. 

 

For further information contact 

Ken Connor or Bruce Grogan 

59 Normanby Road, Clayton Victoria 3168 

T 1300 788 694   

E pavers@anston.com.au   

W www.anston.com.au 

 
  

 
 

E: victoria@aila.org.au   
W: www.aila.org.au/victoria  
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From Pru Smith       

Chair of the Environment Group  

 
This year the AILA Victoria Environment 
Group reconfirmed our commitment to 
continue to undertake activities that put 
sustainability issues at the forefront of 
landscape architecture practice, and to 
promote the integration of environmental 
sustainability within the profession. 
 
Some of our activities have included a 
submission to the Minister for the 
Environment Climate Change and 
Innovation, and a letter to the Age 
newspaper, outlining concerns with the 
impact of the proposed Bastion Point boat 
launching facility at Mallacoota.  We have 
also assisted in preparing correspondence 
to the CFA requesting AILA involvement in 
any future changes to legislation relating to 
the planning, design, construction and 
management of areas of native vegetation 
resulting from last year's bush fires. 
 
More recently the group prepared a 
submission to the Green Building Council of 
Australia (GBCA) with comments on the 
'Green Star Communities - A Draft National 
Framework' (refer  
http://www.gbca.org.au/green-star/green-
star-communities/draft-framework/).  This 
has led to several meetings and workshops 
with the Green Building Council where we 
have represented AILA nationally to ensure 
a greater representation from landscape 
architects who play a key role in the design 
of sustainable settlements. 
 
The Environment Group has arranged some 
interesting professional development talks 
this year including "Public Realm - 

Character, Identity and 
Place" which explored the 
challenges of the creation place and space.  
We have also organised a series of 
seminars in collaboration with Stormwater 
Victoria on Water Sensitive Urban Design 
(WSUD).  The second WSUD breakfast 
mini-seminar on 'Enhancing Green Spaces 
Through Integrated Water Cycle 
Management' was held on the 20 July which 
focused on the benefits of using stormwater 
in public open space. 
 
Recently I met with a representative from 
the Department of Primary Industries 
regarding their latest campaign and to 
discuss the role of landscape professionals 
in preventing weed spread.  For information 
about weeds go to the  
Department of Primary Industries website: 
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/weeds 
 
If you are interested advocating, promoting 
and facilitating education of ecological 
sustainable development principles and 
raising awareness of the role of landscape 
architecture in adaptation, please join the 
Environment Group meetings which 
generally happen on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month at the AIA Building, 41 Exhibition 
Street, Melbourne. 
 
Pru Smith is the Chair of the AILA Victoria 
Environment Group and Team Leader 
Landscape and Design at Boroondara City 
Council.  For more information she may be 
contacted at 
Pru.Smith@boroondara.vic.gov.au 

 

 

http://www.gbca.org.au/green-star/green-star-communities/draft-framework/
http://www.gbca.org.au/green-star/green-star-communities/draft-framework/
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/DPI/weeds
mailto:Pru.Smith@boroondara.vic.gov.au
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From Mark Skiba       

Chair of FRESH  
 
AILA Fresh Event #2 ï  
óAILA Fresh like toéGo Play!ô  
10th June @ Softbelly Bar, City 
 
In collaboration with [co]design studio and 
Go Play!, AILA Fresh hosted their second 
event in early June. 
 
The event provided an opportunity to meet 
Marcus Veerman from Go Play! ï a 
volunteer organisation that designs and 
builds playgrounds for children in need. 
 
Initially focusing on the migrant schools on 
the Thai-Burma border, they now have 
plans to go global. In 2010 Go Play! 
partnered with [co]design studio, who are 
assisting with design and technical support. 
 
[co]design are a multidisciplinary design 
studio, offering whole-of-project solutions for 
community development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A competition was 
launched inviting both 
students and 
professionals to submit  
playground designs that make use of cost-
effective recycled scrapyard elements. 
 
All designs produced from this competition 
will be considered by Go Play! for real-life 
application in underprivileged communities.  
A $150 book voucher from Architext is also 
up for grabs. 
 
All in all the event was a hit with both 
students and young professionals alike and 
we look forward to collating the many 
innovative approaches to the competition 
brief.  
 
Please see  
http://www.aila-fresh.blogspot.com/ in the 
coming days to view the competition entries. 
 
If youôre keen to find out more about Go 
Play!, contact: marcusveerman@gmail.com 
or for [co]design:lucinda.hartley@gmail.com  

 

  

http://www.aila-fresh.blogspot.com/
mailto:marcusveerman@gmail.com
mailto:lucinda.hartley@gmail.com
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New Members  
AILA Victoria is pleased to announce and welcome the following New Members:  

 
Madeleine Bistis 

Christopher Downie 
Mark Gebbie 
Robyn Meyer 

Rhiannon Saward 
Catherine Strachan 

 
AILA Victoria would like to extend their thanks to the following members for their continued 

support with the interview process; 
 

Robert Cooper ï pre interview preparation 
Craig Czarny ï interview panel 

Andrew Partos ï interview panel 
Victoria Sharp ï interview panel 

  
Executive Committee M embers  
 
President    Scott Graham   

Vice President    Jo Russell-Clarke  

National Representative  Robert Cooper  

Cultivate    Katie Williams  

Environment    Pru Smith  

FRESH     Mark Skiba  

Membership    Darren Atkinson  

Treasurer    Nicole Lenffer  

Web  Development   Nige l Hutton  

Advocacy    Members;    Craig Czarny  

Mark Frisby  

Martin Reeves  

Jon Shinkfield   

 

Awards    Members;   Sue Anne Ware  

   Ashley Sheldrick  

Education Advisory   Members;  

Rosalea Monacella  ð  RMIT University 

    Catherin Bull -   University of Melbourne  

Regional Groups  

    Liesl Malan    Bendigo  

    Felix Hemingway   Geelong  

    Simon Eakin   NE Group  

Committee Representatives  

Kirsten Bauer  

Carolynne MacNaughtan  

Dan Nunan  

Tim Hart  

Victoria Sharp  
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AUGUST  
Tuesday 4th ï New Members Dinner 
Saturday 14th ï Judging Weekend 
Thursday 20th - Environment Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 25th ï Cultivate Event 03: Urban Food Production 
Wednesday 26th ï Executive Committee Meeting  
Monday 31st ï Award Tickets Sales OPEN 
 

September  
Thursday 16th ï Environment Committee Meeting 
Saturday 18th ï Parking Day  
Thursday 23rd ï Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday 29th ï Cultivate Event 04 ï Half day tour 
(morning) of Australian Ecosystems Nursery, Wetlands and 
Biofilta Stormwater Solutions Day d 

 

October  
Tuesday 5th ï FRESH Event  
Tuesday12th ï Talk Series Planning Week  
Thursday 14th ï Environment Committee Meeting 
Thursday 28th ï Executive Committee Meeting 
 

November  

13th Annual AILA Victorian Awards ð 

Friday 5 November, 2010  

National Gallery of Victoria  
 

2010 Calendar of Events  

 
Feedback  

 

Have your say and provide us with your suggestions as to what 

subjects/topics you would like to see scheduled in the future.  

victoria@aila.org.au  

 

 

Program subject to change without notice.  

 

AUGUST  2010 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10  11  12  13  14  15  

16  17  18  19  20  21  22  

23  24  25  26  27  28  29  

30  31       

 

 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10  11  

12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

26  27  28  29  30    

 
OCTOBER 2010 

S M T W  T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10  11  12  13  14  15  16  

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30  

31        
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