
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      AILA Victoria  

From the President é 

 It has been an extremely busy start to the year 

and there is a lot to report on since the last 

newsletter and communiqué about the 

bushfires.  The bushfires has had significant 

impacts on our profession in many ways. The 

loss of Jacinta Bartlett and her family has 

personalised the event for many of our 

members.  The generosity of members has 

been terrific and I thank the work of Tim Hart in 

co-ordinating the AILA efforts in the fund for 

Madison (and it is not too late to make 

donations).  There has also been a lot of press 

regarding native vegetation management and 

the requirements for communities in bushfire 

prone areas.  These are sophisticated and 

complex issues and there is no magic ócure allô 

solution but we will play an important role in 

providing progressive, workable solutions. AILA 

has attended two round table discussions 

organised by the Building Commission (thanks 

to Craig Czarny for attending one session on 

my behalf) offering our services and support for 

the rebuilding process.  To date a lot of the 

emphasis has been placed on domestic 

housing but the focus is starting to expand to 

broader community assets ï an area identified 

for AILA membership input.  Recently I also met 

with the Victorian State Government Architect to 

discuss the role for AILA in the rebuilding 

process (amongst other items).  In the coming 

weeks a meeting will be arranged to discuss 

these issues further and establish working 

groups to address key areas.  To date a co-

ordinated approach to our inputs seems to have 

worked well and I encourage members 

interested in providing help to contact Kathryn. 
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The national conference is rapidly 

approaching and the closer it gets the bigger 

the buzz. For those of you who have not yet 

bought tickets get in quick because it looks 

like being a sell out (and this is not spin!!!) A 

special thank you to Darren Atkinson, Rob 

Cooper, Tim Hart and Kath for all their efforts 

raising sponsorship which has put the 

conference in a good financial shape.  Also 

thanks to SueAnne Ware for the enormous 

contribution she has made in putting the 

event together. And donôt forget to enter the 

ógrowing upô rooftop garden design 

competition that will be announced at 

opening night.  

Finally it is with much sadness that I 

announce that Kathryn Green will be 

finishing her role as State Manager in the 

weeks following the conference. She leaves 

to focus her energies on her family and the 

Ronald McDonald House charity. Her 

contribution and commitment to AILA has 

been huge. On behalf of all members I thank 

her for all her efforts that have given life to 

the state manager role. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Victorian Group Executive 
 

President: Mark Frisby 

Immediate Past President: 
Darren Atkinson 
Vice President: Position Vacant 

Secretary: Position Vacant 

Treasurer: Nicole Lenffer 

National Rep:  SueAnne Ware 

Events: Scott Graham 

Cultivate: Daniel Nunan 

Fresh:  Katie Williams 

Environment: David Dreadon 

Web: Nigel Hutton 

 

State Manager:   

Kathryn Green:  victoria@aila.org.au 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL REPORT 
 
The AILA National Council last met miid February and as usual had a busy agenda with a 

range of debates on national issues and directions. The following reflects the discussions 

on several of the key topics. 

 

Vision: One of the first items was a debate about the VISION for the Institute. Council 

agreed that a new statement was required that more accurately reflected the dual vision of 

the AILA being a professional institute (membership organisation) as well as having a 

priority on advocacy for ólandscape and the environmentô. This new vision statement is to 

be included in the strategic plan, other appropriate documentation and on the web sites. 

 

To grow and enhance the profession of landscape architecture and to provide 

leadership in the creation of meaningful, equitable and sustainable environments. 

 

AGM 2009: The Council agreed that the next AGM may be in Fremantle, WA in 

conjunction with a National One Day Conference. Most likely towards the end of 

September. 

 

Advocacy: Council discussed recent advocacy efforts and the links being made to the 

Climate Change project. Letters and requests have been sent to Senator Penny Wong and 

to Minister Peter Garrett ï and meetings had with Bob Debus, the Minister for Home 

Affairs (includes the National Capital Authority). Council discussed recent efforts to inform 

the senior AILA members of the advocacy and the need to have a range of advocacy tools 

to assist with the various levels of government.  

 

Australian Gallery of Design: Council signed off on the proposal (yet to be accepted) for 

AILAôs partnership with the AIA, National Museum and the University of Canberra to 

manage the Australian Gallery of Design in Canberra ï being located in the space formerly 

occupied by the National Portrait Galleryôs pod gallery within Commonwealth Place on the 

side of the lake.  

 

National Environment Committee: Council discussed national advocacy efforts and the 

relevance of the AILA being involved in particular local and national environment issues. 

Council agreed that at all times any requests or initiatives for advocacy for environmental 

issues need to be measured against priorities/resources and whether the issue should be 

reacted to as a local, regional or national issue. Council agreed that state groups should 

be more involved in relevant issues as well as bring national issues to the attention of the 

national office.  

 

National Climate Change Project: Catherine Neilson presented Council with an overview 

and presentation that led to a discussion on the progress and likely outcomes of the 

national project. Council discussed the development of the Landscape Principles and their 

implementation.  

 

BEDP: Council was informed of the recent restructuring of the BEDP following the 

departure of some key partners. The BEDP has re-organised with an office within 

Engineers Australia in Canberra.  

 

Urban Design Award: Council is seeking clarification on the Australian Urban Design 

Award, now organised by the PIA. The preference remains that it should be overseen by 

the BEDP. If a satisfactory arrangement cannot be agreed to, then the new BEDP should 

be approached about a new national cross-profession award. 



Education & Accreditation: 

Council discussed the progress of the accreditation of all seven programs. The Council 

had previously received a summary report on the annual reports, noting that this was the 

first year whereby Council could compare across all programs as result of a more uniform  

reporting process. 

The AILA Education Policy is to be reviewed and a new policy in place by the end of 2009. 

The new policy will be greatly influenced by the results of the current National Climate 

Change Project. 

 

May 2009 Conference: Council received reports on the progress of the 2009 National 

Conference to be in Melbourne May 2009.  Council discussed options for one-day 

conferences and the need to have national events in all capitals and where feasible in 

some regional centres. The Council agreed that for these events there needs to be a level 

of realism applied ï eg the expected number of delegates should align with the region and 

the budget should reflect this as well as being assisted with national funds, provided the 

former major national three day event has delivered a surplus. 

 

Margaret Hendry Talk: Council briefly discussed the national Margaret Hendry talk ï and 

that this was due to be staged in 2009 in Canberra ï but that options should be explored 

for the talk to be staged interstate to keep the talk series national. 

 

Membership Application Processes: Council received and discussed the reports on the 

on-going successful implementation of the registration processes and that more revisions 

have been adopted following feedback from mentors and applicants. There have been a 

numerous very positive feedbacks with employers identifying how useful the mentoring 

process is in focussing the in-house CPD.  

 

CPD reporting: The online reporting process has worked very well when members have 

understood the concept of CPD, many members having received coaching on identifying 

their CPD activities. 

 

 

SHIFTINGé.. HAVE YOU REGISTERED? 

Registrations closing soon with most tours sold out already 

 

 

 
Growing  Up 
 

Growing Up,   the Committee for Melbourne's Future Focus Group initiative is 
dedicated to making Melbourne a leader in green roof design.   
  
With a changing climate, green roofs are a proven measure to help combat the 
effects of climate change.  But green roofs also provide an opportunity to 
showcase Melbourne as a bold, inspirational and sustainable city of the future. 
  
The winner for Green Roof Melbourne will be announced on the Opening Night of 
the AILA National Conference.   For more information: www.growingup.org.au 
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http://www.growingup.org.au/
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AILA VICTORIA   
Largest number of Stage 2 Candidates 
Yes, again Victoria has the largest number of Stage 2 Candidates ready for 

interview over the next two weeks.      We look forward to confirming their status 

of registration in the next Newsletter as they are officially welcomed as 

Registered Landscape Architects.      

On behalf of the National Office and all members, special thanks to each of the 

following for being part of the Workshop and Interview Panels: 

David Dreadon Kirsten Bauer  Wendy Heath  Nicole Lenffer 

Fiona Eddleston Stuart Green  Jagdish Kancharla Barry Murphy 

Alistair Wenn  Erika Jeremy  Jeremy Starr  Janis Fischer 

 
 

FRESH 
Young Victorian designers seeking to keep the profession of Landscape 

Architecture FRESH, inquisitive, answerable and alive.   

FRESH hold regular seminars, exhibitions and celebrations and have 

kickstarted 2009 with their successful recent event.    

Contact FRESH to get involved, email: ailafresh@googlegroups.com 

 

hOw  cUte               

 
 
DOMESTIC DESIGN PROJECTS 

Our AILA Victorian office is increasingly asked for recommendations relating to 

Domestic design projects.    Should yourself or your practice be interested in this 

type of work, please email victoria@aila.org.au 

Please provide your contact details and suburbs/locations that you may be 

interested in (or restricted to working within).   We will then be able to create a 

database to assist in these queries. 
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Possibly a bit too young to join 
Fresh?  
 
This little belloõs name is Kai 
(born 2 March).      
 
Congratulations to  
Tracey OõConnor on her perfect 
little addition !   

mailto:ailafresh@googlegroups.com
mailto:victoria@aila.org.au


 

STORM CONSULTING 
Article by Emily Buck of Storm Consulting 
Major Sponsor AILA Victoria  
 
STORM CONSULTING is an engineering and environmental consultancy group which focuses on 

sustainable water management. The group has been in operation for 11 years and recently expanded 

to open a new design studio in Richmond. Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) coupled with 

rainwater and stormwater harvesting, grey and blackwater recycling, pollution control, stream 

restoration and constructed wetlands are key areas in which STORM provides services and 

assistance to Landscape Architects, councils and other industries.  

 

STORM's vision is to promote sustainability and to align with people and projects who share this 

ethos.  This provides a perfect fit with AILA members. Irrespective of scale, Landscape Architects are 

often associated with iconic projects, and we believe that this is where cutting edge sustainability 

presents significant opportunities.  Water reuse and recycling is gaining prominence against a 

backdrop of drought, water restrictions and climate change. Implementation of sustainable water use 

in the public realm can provide substantial value-adding to landscape projects, reduce reliance on 

water infrastructure and deliver an important tool for community education. STORM aims to provide 

the Landscape Architecture industry with water engineering support from Master Planning, through to 

detailed design and construction specification. 

 

We at STORM are passionate about the synergies between Landscape Architecture and Engineering 

and to this end have been a proud award sponsor to AILA for the last two years. We also have a 

Landscape Architect on our staff. So contact us... we speak your language and can bring sustainable 

water applications to your projects.  

STORM_CONSULTING (03)9208 0111     http://www.stormconsulting.com.au/ 

Rod Wiese rod@stormconsulting.com.au      Ryan Vandervalk Ryanv@stormconsulting.com.au  
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LETôS PLAYé 
Article by Mark Dempster, Playspace 
Support Sponsor & Major Exhibition Sponsor National Conference  
 
Playspace is one of Australiaôs leading designers and manufacturer of commercial playground 
equipment.    
 
The commitment to socially responsible & environmentally sustainable best practice drives our growth 
and development.   We are also proud to be 100% Aussie owned, source almost all of our resources & 
materials from the domestic market with our manufacturing and administration headquarters in 
Dandenong, Victoria. 
 
We have a strong focus on research and development. Our new products creation programme 
compliments this, thereby ensuring Playspace remains a market leader in product innovation ï our 
recent investment in technology to now manufacture our own cable rope products is an example of 
this. Now there is no need to wait on overseas supplied products and the associated ongoing 
maintenance & repair issues !  
 
Our  services also include design, supply & installation of  natural & synthetic (grass & rubber) 
undersurfacing, shade structures, soft landscaping & other ancillary landscape works.  
 
Playspace design, manufacture, and install our own equipment, any follow up maintenance, spare 
parts requirement or customer service enquiry is provided with the fast and efficient service as 
expected from one of Australiaôs leading commercial playground companies. 
 
Design Issues 

Lack of consideration to the triple bottom line which maybe a phenomenon of ñMouse Click Designò 
has increasingly lead to a dearth of  overseas manufactured playground products ódownloadedò into 
our ñnewerò urban developments - often the result  is a raw juxtaposition  with the playspace seemingly 
disconnected to the surrounding community and at an increasingly unsustainable environmental cost 
compared to using local product suppliers/manufacturers. 
 
This juxtaposition with its associated social & environmental consequences is further highlighted by 
cutting edge social  & environmental design solutions incorporated into  housing and other 
infrastructure services - energy, water/waterways, sewerage, transport etc as ñstandardò inclusions in 
our contemporary urban developments.  
 
Fortunately we have some of the worlds  leading playspace landscape architects /designers in Victoria 
supported by advocates like PRAV  that are incorporating naturalistic and manufactured elements  
offering  alternative, socially and environmentally superior design outcomes ensuring local 
communities donôt end up with the ubiquitous McDonaldôs/Global Village playspace replicated in every 
reserve. 
 
Playspace looks forward to continued support and sponsorship of Vic AILA and its members and the 
ongoing release of innovative playground equipment, products & services. 
 

Hereôs an example of our latest project design featuring recent product releases: 
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IN THE NEWSé 
The Leader Cover Page, 18 March 
ñNew Life For Lanewaysò 

 


